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Day Two: Nebuchadnezzar’s Rage
	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1, 2  
	The future character of “Babylon” is foretold. 

	3-11  
	This was not known to those who made one with “Babylon.”

	12, 13  
	They were blinded….


In this story, look for Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel in ourselves before regeneration. The Lord, represented by Daniel the prophet, comes to us in His Word to give us the truth by which we may be saved. 
1 And in the second year of the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar…

AE 811:8. “Nebuchadnezzar” or “the king of Babylon” in the Word means those who destroy all things of the church by evils; and “the Chaldeans” mean those who destroy all things of the church by falsities….        (See more on back page.)

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, 

AC 1975. As regards dreams, it is known that the Lord revealed the arcana of heaven to the prophets… by dreams… and that to others also as well as the prophets things to come were disclosed by dreams; as by the dreams of Joseph, and of those who were in prison with him, and by those of Pharaoh, of Nebuchadnezzar, and others…. 

AC 1976. There are three kinds of dreams. The first kind come from the Lord mediately through heaven. Such were the prophetic dreams that are treated of in the Word. The second kind come through angelic spirits, especially those who are in front above at the right, where there are paradisal scenes. From this source the men of the Most Ancient Church had their dreams, which were instructive (see n. 1122). The third kind come through the spirits who are near when man is sleeping, which are likewise significative. But fantastic dreams come from a different source. 
and his spirit was disquieted….

TCR 156. The spirit of man is his mind and whatever proceeds from it. In the concrete, man’s spirit means simply his mind; for it is this that lives after death, and it is then called a spirit—if good, an angelic spirit and afterwards an angel, if evil, a satanic spirit and afterwards a satan. 

Lord 46:7. By “spirit” is meant: 1) Man’s life in general. 2) As man’s life varies according to his state, by “spirit” is meant the varying affection of life in man. [For example:]

Lord 48:4. Life in fear, pain or grief and anger….


Nebuchadnezzar said, My spirit was troubled (v: 3).
2 Then the king said to call the magicians, 

AC 5223:2. The magicians of that time knew such things as belong to the spiritual world, which they learned from the correspondences and representatives of the church; and therefore many of them were in communication with spirits, and in this way learned deceptive arts, by which they performed magic miracles.

and the astrologers,

AC 1326:3. In Isaiah 13:8, this is said of Babylon, and the internal of such worship is described by… “the stars,” which are truths of faith, “not giving their light”….  AC 940:3. …Wandering stars around a spirit in the spiritual world signify falsities, but it is different when the stars are not wandering.

and the sorcerers,

AC 7297. By “sorcerers,” and “enchantments,” when mentioned in the Word, is signified the art of presenting falsities so that they appear as truths, and of presenting truths so that they appear as falsities, which is especially done by means of fallacies.

AC 9188:6. People are sorcerers when they rely on their own ideas to teach them, and when they trust themselves alone to such an extent that they love themselves and wish to be worshipped as deities. 

AC 9188:8. “Sorcerers” are those who destroy the truths and goods of the church by means of memory-knowledges wrongly applied; thus who do so from their own intelligence and through falsities from the evils of the love of self and the love of the world, consequently who learn and teach because they covet profit and honors, and not from any affection for the truth of faith and the good of life. All falsities of doctrine and evils of life come forth from this source....

QUESTIONS

Can we observe Nebuchadnezzar states in ourselves, states of the love of dominion that can lead to a killing rage, as Nebuchadnezzar wanted to kill all the wise men of Babylon? Everyone has states of love of dominion before regeneration. How do we explore and expose these states in ourselves as the first step in fleeing from them?
Can we see how if such states were left unchecked by religion, public opinion, police, etc., we would want to destroy all the goods and truths of the Church, because these goods and truths lead away from our being worshiped as deities? Picture what you might do if you could be invisible. 
Nebuchadnezzar wanted to know the future as foretold in his dream. In what ways do we today seek to know the future? Who are the magicians, astrologers, sorcerers and Chaldeans that we turn to? 

Where would we be without the Word to lift us above Babylonian states and give us a vision of how we can be and act instead? 

AC 8939:e. Let him who wishes to be eternally happy know and believe that he will live after death. Let him think of this and keep it in mind, for it is the truth. Let him also know and believe that the Word is the only doctrine which teaches how a man must live in the world in order to be happy to eternity.
Day Three: Daniel’s Prayer is Answered

	12, 13  
	Those who made one with “Babylon” were blinded,

	14-30  
	but the future character of “Babylon” was disclosed by revelation from the Lord to those who were of the church.


Applied to our regeneration, this part of the story represents that the Lord does not leave us to remain in states of “Babylon.” He offers us a way out by His Word, if we are willing to take it.

14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom…

AE 724:28. Those who are reformed by means of truths from the Word and temptations… are signified by “Noah, Daniel, and Job” (in Eze. 14).

18 that they would desire compassion from before the God of heaven…
AC 5758:2.  To claim truth and good to oneself is contrary to the universal that reigns in heaven, as well as contrary to the acknowledgment that all salvation is of mercy, that is, that man of himself is in hell, but of mercy he is drawn out of there by the Lord. 

Man cannot be in humility, nor consequently can he receive the Lord’s mercy (for His mercy flows in only when he humbles himself, or into a humble heart), unless he acknowledges that there is nothing but evil from himself, and that all good is from the Lord. Without this acknowledgment a man attributes to himself as merit, and at length as righteousness, whatever he does; for to claim for himself the truth and good which are from the Lord is to make himself righteous. This is the source of many evils, for he then regards himself in everything that he does for the neighbor, and when he does this he loves himself above all others, whom he then despises, if not in word, yet in heart.

21 …He removes kings, and sets up kings….

AR 20:4. By kings are meant truths, or falsities.

         He gives wisdom to the wise 

And knowledge to those who know understanding. 

22 
He reveals the deep and hidden things; 


He knows what is in the darkness, 


And light dwells with Him. 

TCR 587. V. The first act in the new birth is called reformation, which pertains to the understanding, and the second is called regeneration, which pertains to the will and from it to the understanding….

The evils into which man is born are generated in the will of the natural man, and the will causes the understanding to favor it by thinking in agreement with it. For this reason, so that man may be regenerated, it is necessary that his regeneration be accomplished by means of the understanding as the intermediate cause. And this is done by means of the various kinds of instruction that the understanding receives, first from parents and teachers, afterward by reading the Word, by preaching, books, and conversation. The things which the understanding receives from these sources are called truths…. 

For truths teach man in Whom he ought to believe, and what he ought to believe, also what he ought to do, thus how he ought to will, for whatever one does, he does from the will in accordance with his understanding. Since then, man’s will itself is evil by birth and the understanding teaches what good and evil are, and man can will either good or evil, it follows that he must be reformed by means of the understanding. And so long as anyone sees and mentally acknowledges that evil is evil, and good is good, and thinks that the good ought to be chosen, he is in what is called the state of reformation. But when his will leads him to shun evil and do good, the state of regeneration begins.

TCR 588. For the sake of this end there has been given to man the ability to elevate his understanding almost into the light in which the angels of heaven are, that he may see what he must will and must do therefrom, that he may be prosperous in the world for a time and blessed after death to eternity. He becomes prosperous and blessed if he acquires for himself wisdom, and keeps his will in obedience to it; but he becomes unprosperous and unhappy if he makes his understanding subservient to his will. This is because the will by birth inclines to evils, even to enormities; therefore unless it is held in check by means of the understanding, man left to the freedom of his will would rush into great wickedness, and from his inborn savagery would plunder and slaughter for his own sake all who did not favor him and indulge his cupidities.

QUESTIONS 

Daniel seems to represent the Lord with us in His Word, lifting up our understanding into the light of heaven to see truths, by which we can reform our lives and so be regenerated. What are some of the first truths that you remember coming to believe and wanting to live by? What are some more recent convictions?
Can you think of a time when the Lord has removed kings (ideas you used to hold as true) and set up kings (a new, better understanding)? 

Can you see how blind human beings are if we claim intelligence and righteousness as our own, instead of acknowledging that all good and all truth are solely from the mercy of the Lord? What effect does such an arrogant attitude have on love toward the neighbor?
Day Four: The Dream
	31-35  
	The progress of the Babylonish religion follows: first the rulers would learn and teach the goods and truths of heaven and the church; and afterwards they would backslide, until nothing remained except what was adulterated, thus what was merely false and evil, and then the Lord would come.


The series of metals in the dream, from most precious to least, and the parts of the body, from highest to lowest, correspond to our states as we grow up, from the innocence of infancy to old age, as the passages below say. 

The Lord provides that we get off to a very good start in life. Our states in infancy and childhood provide a basis for a heavenly adult life. Although the sweet states of infancy decline as we grow up and face the evils of human nature, those first states are still with us, and we can return to them and fulfill them through regeneration.
In this verse we can think of what we see when we take a hard look at ourselves:

31 “Thou, O king, wast seeing, and behold a great image. This great image, whose manifestation was excellent, stood before thee; and its appearance was terrifying.

AC 1326. …By “Babel” is signified… worship in which interiorly there is the love of self, and therefore all that is filthy and profane. The love of self is nothing else than man’s proprium…. From self-love, that is, the love of self, or man’s proprium, all evils flow, such as hatreds, revenges, cruelties, adulteries, deceits, hypocrisies, impiety….

32 “This head of the image was of good gold, his chest and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of bronze,

33 “his legs of iron, his feet partly from iron and partly from clay.”
AC 3021:8. …By that statue were represented the successive states of the church. By the “head,” which was “gold,” is meant the first state, which was celestial, because it was a state of love to the Lord. By the “breast and arms” which were “silver,” it means the second state, which was spiritual, as it was a state of charity toward the neighbor. By the “belly and thighs” which were “bronze,” the third state is meant, which was a state of natural good…. Natural good is of love or charity toward the neighbor in a degree below spiritual good. By the “feet” which were “iron and clay” is meant the fourth state, which was one of natural truth, which is “iron”… and also of no coherence with good, which is “clay.”

TCR 762. Four churches have existed on this earth since the creation of the world. This is in accordance with Divine order, which requires that there be a beginning and then its end before a new beginning starts in. Therefore every day begins with morning, progresses, ends in night, and then begins anew; also every year begins with spring, progresses through summer to autumn, closes in winter, and then begins again. And in order that these changes may take place the sun rises in the east, progresses from there through the south to the west, and finishes its course in the north, after which it rises again. 

It is the same with churches. The first, which was the Most Ancient, was like morning, spring, and the east. The second or Ancient Church was like day, summer, and the south. The third was like evening, autumn, and the west, and the fourth like night, winter and the north. 

From these orderly progressions the wise men of ancient times inferred four ages of the world, the first of which they called the golden age, the second the silver age, the third the copper age, and the fourth the iron age, by which metals, moreover, these churches are represented in Nebuchadnezzar’s statue. 

And again, in the Lord’s sight the church is seen as a single man, and this larger man must pass through his stages of life like an individual, that is to say, from infancy to youth, from this to manhood, and finally to old age; and then, when he dies, he will rise again. The Lord says:

     Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it abides [alone]; but if it dies, it bears much fruit (John 12:24).

34 “Thou wast seeing until a stone was cut out not by hands, which smote the image on his feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces.

AC 6426:3. Here by a “stone” in the highest sense is meant the Lord, and in the relative sense His spiritual kingdom; that the stone was “cut out of a rock” signifies that it was from the truth of faith, for this is signified in the Word by a “rock;” and as the truth of faith is signified by “stone” and “rock,” it is the Lord’s spiritual kingdom that is also signified, for this is in the truth of faith, and from truth in good.

AC 8581:2. That “a rock” denotes the Lord as to the truth of faith, is because by “a rock” is also meant a bulwark against falsities. The bulwark itself is the truth of faith, for combat is waged from this truth both against falsities and against evils.

QUESTIONS 

How do you see the states meant by the precious metals and parts of the body showing up in infants and children? 

Is it orderly for heavenly love and spiritual truth to come down into natural life, like nerve signals from the head flowing down all the way to the feet? Is a virtuous cycle possible, as well as degeneration?

How do we forget the Lord’s gifts and fall into making idols? How does Babylon get control of us? 

Have you had the experience of suddenly realizing that you have made a horrible mistake, like being hit by a big stone? (The Lord gives us the truth, not to condemn us, but to set us free.)

Is what positive sense is old age like night, winter and the north? What are some of the uses of old age?
Day Five: The Interpretation

	36-38  
	First the Word will be taught there according to truths of doctrine drawn from it.

	39  
	Afterwards the church will prevail, not from spiritual good, but from natural good.

	40-43  
	Finally all good and truth will be changed by adulterations into evil and falsity, prevailing only through civil diabolic power.


35 “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were broken to pieces together, and became as the chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them; and the stone that smote the image became a great rock, and filled the whole earth.
What causes the breakdown and end of the church, in a culture or in an individual?

TCR 754. The church is consummated [or comes to an end] by various means, especially by such things as cause falsity to appear to be truth. When falsity appears to be truth, good that is essentially good, such as is called spiritual good, is no longer possible. The good that is then believed to be good is merely natural good, such as is brought forth by a moral life. 

The chief cause of the consummation of truth and of good along with it is the two natural loves that are diametrically opposed to the two spiritual loves, and that are called love of self and love of the world. Love of self when it is predominant is the opposite of love to God, and love of the world when it is predominant is the opposite of love to the neighbor. Love of self is a wishing well to oneself alone, and not to any other except for the sake of self, and the same is true of love of the world. These loves when they are fostered spread like gangrene through the body, gradually destroying every part of it. 

What then follows but that such a man will regard himself as God and the world as heaven, and will pervert all the truth of the church? For it is impossible for the merely natural man to recognize and acknowledge real truth, which is truth in itself, nor can such truth be given him by God, because it falls into what is upside down to it and becomes falsity. 

Besides these two loves there are still other causes of the consummation of truth and good, and consequently of the church; but those causes are secondary and subordinate to these two.

The next passage speaks of the difference between spiritual good and merely moral good. What kind of good motives and deeds lead to heaven, and what kind do not?

AC 6208. There are quite a number of people who are endowed by heredity with natural good, as a result of which they delight in doing good to others. But since they have not adopted from the Word, from the teaching of the Church, or from the religion they belong to, any principles about the doing of good on account of those teachings, they have also been unable to have any conscience conferred on them. For conscience is not the product of natural or hereditary good but of teaching regarding what is true and good and of a life based on that teaching. 

When people like these come into the next life they are amazed that they are not received into heaven. They say they have led a good life, but they are told that a good life which is the outcome of natural or hereditary disposition is not a good life. A good life comes instead out of teaching regarding what is good and true and out of a life based on that teaching. Through such teaching and life, they are told, people have principles stamped on their character regarding what is true and good and receive a conscience, which is the base laid down for heaven to flow into. 

So that those who are told these things may know they are true, they are sent to different communities, where they allow themselves to be misled into all kinds of evil solely through reasonings and consequent false persuasions that things which are evil are good, and those which are good are evil. They are thus swayed by those arguments wherever they go and are borne around like straws in the wind. For they have no principles, no base laid down into which the angels can operate and guide them away from the wicked.

QUESTIONS 

1.  How can we tell if falsity is appearing as truth in our church or in ourselves? 

2. Why is the good we do merely moral good and not spiritual good, and thus not really good, if falsities are being accepted as truths? What is spiritual good? 

3. How can we tell whether love of self or love of the world is ruling us instead of love of the Lord and love toward the neighbor? 

4. These loves spread like gangrene. How can we be saved from them? 

5. What are some steps we can take so that we may have a conscience, formed of “principles stamped” on our character, which allows heaven’s influence to guide us?
Day Six: Daniel is Raised Up

	44-45  
	Then the Lord will come, and destroy that religion, and will institute a church that will be in Divine truth from Him.

	46-49  
	This was the beginning of “Babylon,” when it worshipped the God of heaven, and magnified doctrine from the Word.


The Promise of the New Church:

44 “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven shall set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to another people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ages.

TCR 788. That this [New] Church is to follow those that have existed since the beginning of the world, and that it is to endure for ages of ages, and is thus to be the crown of all the churches that have preceded, was foretold by Daniel, first, when he narrated and explained to Nebuchadnezzar his dream of the four kingdoms, which mean the four churches that were represented by the statue that he saw….

47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Of a truth, it is that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since thou couldest reveal this secret.”

TCR 786. …All churches depend on a knowledge and acknowledgment of one God, with whom the man of the church can be conjoined. It follows that a church must follow these [first] four which will know and acknowledge one God. The sole end of God’s Divine love, when He created the world, was to conjoin man to Himself and Himself to man that He might thus dwell with man. The former churches did not possess this truth….

TCR 787. This New Church is the crown of all the churches that have hitherto existed on the earth, because it is to worship one visible God in whom is the invisible like the soul in the body. Thus, and not otherwise, is a conjunction of God with man possible because man is natural, and therefore thinks naturally, and conjunction must exist in his thought, and thus in his love’s affection, and this is the case when he thinks of God as a Man. Conjunction with an invisible God is like a conjunction of the eye’s vision with the expanse of the universe, the limits of which are invisible. It is also like vision in mid-ocean, which reaches out into the air and upon the sea, and is lost. Conjunction with a visible God, on the other hand, is like beholding a man in the air or on the sea spreading forth his hands and inviting to his arms. 
Daniel seems to represent the Lord with us in His Word. By His Word, He wants to restore love truly conjugial.
48 Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him many great gifts, and made him have dominion over the whole province of Babylon, and made him the great one of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.
CL 73. Conjugial love was the greatest of loves among the ancients who lived in the golden, silver and copper ages.

CL 74. …Conjugial love gradually moved away from its holiness and purity, until it became licentious; but there is still hope of its returning to its pristine or ancient holiness.

CL 80:3. …I grieved in spirit that marriages, which in the ancient ages had been most holy, are so hopelessly changed into adulteries. And the angel said: “It is the same at this day with religion; for the Lord says:

     In the consummation of the age there shall be the abomination of desolation foretold by Daniel.… Matt. 24:15….

The end is now; for there is no truth left which has not been falsified, and falsification of truth is spiritual whoredom, which acts as one with natural whoredom, because they cleave together.”
CL 81:5. After His advent, conjugial love will be raised up anew by the Lord, such as it was with the ancients; for this love is from the Lord alone and is with those who are made spiritual by Him through the Word.
QUESTIONS

It says in the summary of the internal sense of Daniel 2: “Then the Lord will come, and destroy that religion, and will institute a church that will be in Divine truth from Him.” 

We also read, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it abides [alone]; but if it dies, it bears much fruit (John 12:24).” 

Some things with us have to die, for us to bear fruit spiritually. 

What might be some aspects of our religion—individual or collective--that the Lord needs to “come and destroy,” in order to institute a church with us that is “in Divine truth from Him”? 

Do you picture the Lord? Do you think of Him with open arms, inviting you to come to Him? 

How do we come to the Lord? What hinders or prevents us from coming to Him?

What are some ways the Word helps us to have a healthy, happy marriage? How is the Word a bulwark in us against the love of dominion over our partner, which is so opposite to true love?

We read that it is necessary for one church to come to an end before a new one can be raised up. Living in a post-Christian culture and having a post-Christian heredity, how does this apply to us individually?
A passage on how and why churches decline and are consummated:

DP 328.     1. Every religion in process of time declines and is consummated….  On this earth there have been several Churches, one after another, since wherever the human race exists, there a Church exists. For heaven, which is the purpose of creation, is from the human race; and no one can enter heaven unless he is in the two universals of the Church which… are the acknowledgment of God and the leading of a good life. 

DP 328:3. Four Churches [the Most Ancient, Ancient, Jewish and Christian] are meant by the image seen by Nebuchadnezzar in a dream... and it may be seen from the Word that all these Churches in process of time declined until they reached their end, which is called their consummation.

DP 328:7.  3. This consummation takes place from the continual increase of hereditary evil in successive generations.… Hereditary evil… is successively derived and transmitted from parents to their offspring, and thus by continual increase grows from generation to generation. When evil thus increases among many, it spreads evil among many more. For in all evil there is the lust of leading astray, and in some this burns with anger against what is good, giving rise to the contagion of evil. When this has permeated the leaders, and the rulers, and those prominent in the Church, religion becomes perverted, and the means of restoring it to health, which are truths, become corrupted by falsification. Hence there now proceeds a gradual vastation of good and desolation of truth in the Church until its consummation is reached.

DP 328:8.  4. Nevertheless it is provided by the Lord that everyone may be saved. It is provided by the Lord that there should be a religion everywhere; and that in every religion there should be the two essentials of salvation, namely, to acknowledge God and to refrain from evil because it is against God.... It is also provided that all who have lived well and have acknowledged God are instructed after death by angels; and then those who had observed these two essentials of religion while in the world accept the truths of the Church as they are in the Word, and acknowledge the Lord as the God of heaven and of the Church....  It is moreover provided by the Lord that all are saved who die in infancy, no matter where they have been born.

DP 328:9. Further, there is granted to everyone after death the opportunity of amending his life, if that is at all possible. All are instructed and led by the Lord by means of angels; and as they now know that they live after death, and that there is a heaven and a hell, they at first receive truths. Those, however, who have not acknowledged God and who have not shunned evils as sins when in the world soon show a distaste for truths and withdraw....

DP 328:10.  5. It is also provided that a new Church should follow in place of the former devastated Church.

QUESTIONS

Does hereditary evil have to accumulate from generation to generation? Is it possible, by the Lord’s power and guidance, to turn this around, so that hereditary evil begins to decrease? If so, how can we cooperate with the Lord to reduce this burden?

How might we be able to tell if evil has infected the “leaders, the rulers, and those prominent in the church” so that their teaching is corrupted and no longer protects and warns people against sins?

If every church and every religion in the process of time is consummated, what does that tell us about the church in each of us? What does it tell us about the Kempton New Church? Is it truly inevitable? If so, why does the passage say that still the Lord always provides a religion everywhere with the two essentials, so that everyone who is willing can be saved?

What is meant by “Babylon” in the Word?

AE 1029. “Babylon” (or Babel) means a church consisting of those who, by means of the holy things of the church, strive to gain dominion over the whole world, and this by dominion over the souls of men, claiming to themselves authority to save whomever they want to. And finally they seek dominion over heaven and hell and make it their own. To this end they draw and transfer to themselves all the Lord’s authority, as if it had been given to them by Him. 

The church consisting of such people is very different in the beginning from what it becomes in process of time. In the beginning they are as it were in zeal for the Lord, for the Word, for love and faith, and especially for the salvation of men. But in that zeal the fire of domineering lies hidden. And in process of time, as dominion increases, this fire breaks out. So far as it comes into act, the holy things of the church become the means, and dominion itself the end. And when dominion becomes the end, the holy things of the church are applied to that end, and thus to themselves. Then they not only ascribe the salvation of souls to their own authority, but they also appropriate to themselves all the Lord’s Divine power. And when they do this they pervert every good and every truth of the church, and thus profane the holy things of the church. These things are “Babylon.”

QUESTIONS

Think of how others’ love of dominating may have hurt you. Then think of how love of dominion in ourselves may be hurting others, or hurting our marriage, or relations with our children, or with our friends. The Lord wants to deliver us from it.
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